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solved problem. There were many unsolved
problems, some of them might have no solution.
A man might work a whole lifetime and at the
end find that his time and his life had been thrown
away. Nature, as Shakespeare says, has a great
gift of "taciturnity." What, among all things un-
known, did Marie choose to try to know?
Pierre was the Head of her laboratory. He was
the person whose advice she would take and,
moreover, he was a physicist of great knowledge
and experience. He would surely be able to sug-
gest something which it was necessary to know,
something which would help mankind when
known and also lead on to further knowledge.
Was there any dark ignorance which blocked
some entrancing pathway of the route to know-
ledge? The two often discussed the question. But
one day, turning over the pages of a scientific
journal where the latest discoveries were discussed,
Marie stopped short at the account of the work of
a certain Henri Becquerel which had interested
her and Pierre when it first appeared a year be-
fore. She read it again. She re-read it with care.
Things which have light in themselves! Things
which have never caught light from the sun or
even from the stars but which have light in them-
selves! Interesting? Marie was very interested.
Rontgen had then recently discovered new rays
called X-rays and doctors had used them to look
through human skin and see the things it hid.
Then Poincare had wondered if there might not
be otbtr rays, perhaps somewhat like X-rays.